Comparison on the rhetorical promotional strategies used in performing art and visual art research articles by Ab Rahim, Ina Suryani et al.
Ina Suryani, Aizan Yaacob, Salleh Abd Rashid & Noor Hashima (2015). Comparison on the Rhetorical Promotional Strategies 
used in the Performing Art and Visual Art Research Articles. Proceeding for 2nd International Colloquium of Art & Design 
Education Research 2015, 12-15 April, Malaysia 
 
Comparison on the Rhetorical Promotional Strategies 
used in Performing Art and Visual Art Research 
Articles  
Ina Suryani and Salleh Abd Rashid 
Universiti Malaysia Perlis , Malaysia 
inasuryani@unimap.edu.my 
Aizan Yaacob and Noor Hashima 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Universiti Utara Malaysia 
 
 
Abstract— Articles on innovative research development and 
discussions on sustainable issues in Art and Design Education 
Research are welcomed by editors and publishers for the reason 
that sharing of knowledge would encourage beneficial 
development to the advancement of Arts and Design education 
and research. Consecutively, researchers of other disciplines are 
putting vigorous effort to publish their articles to the extent that 
promotional strategies are used to appeal the interest of the 
readers and editors in return increase the possibility of 
publication and citation. While studies found promotional 
strategies have permeated into the journal articles in Science and 
Technologies disciplines, not much has been discussed on 
whether the Arts and Design academicians promote their work in 
their journal article writing. Motivated by the understanding 
that utilization of the promotional strategy in journal article 
writing would benefit the Art and Design writers in publishing 
their work, this article investigated the use of promotional 
strategies in the Art and Design research articles. Putting the 
findings side by side, it was found that the Visual Arts articles 
utilized more recommended strategies in their writing compared 
to the Performing Arts articles. Compared to the Performing Art 
articles, the Visual Arts articles were found using more strategies 
that indicated the research gap and strategies that stated the 
value of their work. The comparison between the two also 
suggested direct and indirect attempt on using the strategies. 
Keywords— Performing Art, Visual Art, research article, 
writing.  
I.  INTRODUCTION  
Sustainable issues pertaining to Art and Design are often 
discussed academically to ensure that the direction of the 
knowledge in this area remained relevant and progress 
reasonably. Innovative research development and discussions 
on sustainable issues in Art and Design Education Research are 
welcomed by editors and publishers for the reason that sharing 
of knowledge would encourage beneficial development to the 
advancement of Arts and Design education and research. Often 
such academic discussions are in form of research articles 
published in journal and conference proceedings. 
Simultaneously, the academicians are putting vigorous effort to 
publish their articles to the extent; writers were found to 
promote their research at a more visible level in their writing to 
increase the likelihood of being publish. The utilization of 
promotional strategy is meant to appeal to the interest of the 
readers and editors hence increase the possibility of publication 
and citation.  
While studies found promotional strategies have permeated 
into the research articles in Science and Technologies 
disciplines, not much has been discussed on whether the Arts 
and Design academicians promote their work in their writing. 
Motivated that understanding on the utilization of the 
promotional strategy would benefit the Art and Design writers 
in publishing their work, this article investigated the use of 
promotional strategies in the Art and Design research articles.  
The articles from the Journal of Arts Discourse also known 
as “Wacana Seni” published in 2014, and research articles on 
Visual arts were investigated using CARS model [1] move 
analysis. Comparing the findings, it was found that the Visual 
Arts articles utilized more recommended rhetorical strategies in 
their writing compared to the Performing Arts articles. 
Compared to the Performing Art articles, the Visual Arts 
articles were found to use more strategies that indicated the 
research gap and stated the value of their work. The 
comparison between the two also suggested direct and indirect 
attempt on using the strategies. The understanding from this 
study is useful for Arts and design writers particularly in 
writing out their articles for publication. 
II. PROMOTIONAL STRATEGIES 
A. Rhetorical strategy 
Rhetorical literacy skill refers to the skill to understand, 
analyze, evaluate and employ various writing strategies based 
on their comprehension of the audience, purpose, writing 
situations, research methods, genre, style and delivery 
techniques and media. Rather than having a fix practices in 
writing, rhetoric literacy provide the writers with the rhetoric 
tools to create and shape meaning within contexts of audience, 
purpose and writing situations. While rhetoric study can be 
dated back in Plato and Aristotle era however rhetoric has not 
been given much emphasis in Malaysian academic writing [2] 
B. Promotional Strategies in Academic Writing 
Promotional strategies in the journal article writing refer to the 
act of rhetorical persuasions which are realized by employing 
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situation appropriately, stylizing language artfully and 
generating speakers-audience commonality [3].  While studies 
have shown that promotional strategies have been utilized in 
journal article writings in many disciplines [2], [4] the 
utilization of promotional strategies amongst Arts and Design 
journal writers need more investigation, particularly when 
studies have shown how such rhetorical analysis understanding 
can help the writers produce better journal articles [5]. In the 
context of Arts and Design discipline, the competition to 
publish is getting higher especially when the academicians in 
the Arts and Design are expected to publish for assessment 
purpose, for career development and also for grants. While 
these purposes give strong motivation to the Arts and Design 
academicians to publish, the act of writing is still a 
cumbersome task to many of the academicians. The write up 
must not only be presentable for the Arts and Design 
community but also impress and appear worthy enough to the 
editors and reviewers. With all the purposes to write and 
audience to consider, it is worth to investigate if the Arts and 
Design writers have employed the strategies appropriately, 
stylized language artfully and generated commonality between 
speakers and their audiences in their effort to publish their 
work. 
Promotional strategy in journal article writing can be 
accomplished in a number of ways particularly by using 
“announcement of principle finding” and “stating value 
addition” as in Swales model [1],[6]. The native writers have 
been reported to utilize the promotional strategy as part of their 
journal article writing, while lesser account has been described 
in relation to research articles written by non native writers. 
Broader account on the practice among Malaysian writers is 
necessary to enhance the teaching of this strategy in the writing 
of Malaysian writers particularly in Arts and Design discipline.  
C. Methodology 
 This study uses move analysis as proposed by Swales 
and Shehzad [1], [6]. Swales and Shehzad [1],[6] emphasized 
the need for the announcement of principle findings in the 
introduction section of the research articles mainly because by 
highlighting the major findings and the value of the research, 
the readers’ interest can be captured as early as possible rather 
than delaying to the end and risk losing the reader. This is 
especially true when editors, reviewers and researchers have to 
be selective in reading given the vast availability of materials.  
The scientific writers have been highlighting the major 
findings of the research to establish the research contribution 
as early as possible [6]. 
 
D. Analysis Method 
 
The investigation was conducted on the articles from the 
Journal of Arts Discourse also known as “Wacana Seni” 
published in 2014, and 4 research articles on Visual arts written 
by a few Malaysian writers. The total of articles was 8. This 
study employed the move analysis method to investigate the 
realization of 3 moves which were “Announcing the principle 
finding”, “Stating the value of the present research” and 
“Indicating a gap”. These moves were part of CARS model [1] 
The definition of a “move” goes by the definition by Swales [1 
:228-229] which is a “rhetorical unit” that performs “a 
communicative function”. A move fulfilled its linguistic 
realization function through a clause, several sentences or 
several paragraphs [1]. To start the investigation the articles 
were compiled and each of the sentences in the article were 
read and analyzed by identifying the sentences to the moves. 
The identified moves were cut and paste into tables. 
III. FINDINGS 
The analyses on the three moves were done on the articles 
and the which were grouped as Visual Arts article or  
Performative Arts articles. Articles 1 to 4 are from Visual Arts 
and Article 5 to 8 are from the Performative Arts discipline 
Comparing the findings of the move analysis conducted on the 
articles in this study indicated that the Visual Arts and 
Performative Arts articles have some similarities and 
differences in the choice of rhetorical strategies used. The 
similar strategy between the two is in the fulfillment of 
“indicating a gap” Move. 
Move analysis on Article 1[7] found that the article 
conform to the norm suggested by Swales whereby the 
research gap was indicated early in the statement of “One 
explanation for why Design driven Innovation has largely 
remained unexplored is that its processes are hard to detect 
when one applies the typical methods of scientific investigation 
in product development”. The announcement of the principle 
outcomes was delayed in the findings section which was in the 
8th page. The statement on the value of the research was also 
delayed in the discussion and Conclusion section which was in 
the 12
th
 page. On the other hand, Article 2 [8] entitled 
“Significance of Japanese Tea Ceremony Values with Ceramic 
Art Interpretation” indicated the research in the abstract but 
none in the Introduction section. The announcement of the 
principle finding is also delayed in the result and discussion 
section. Similarly, the value of the present research was also 
delayed in the result and discussion section as in “the 
researcher hopes to convey to the other society thus that they 
will gain knowledge and understand about the value that is not 
essential to other society but is important to the Japanese 
culture”. 
Article 3 [9] entitled “A Behaviour Study on Ablution Ritual 
among Muslim in Malaysia” also delayed the indication on the  
research gap in Method  and Result section by highlighting 
“accestive (sic) consumption of water during ablutions” and 
“need a system or tool to control their behavior before their 
preformed (sic) the ablution ritual”. However, the 
announcement of the principle finding conforms to the 
suggestion by Swales and was stated in the Introductory 
section as in “...in this work we reported about the Muslim 
understanding towards their knowledge on ablution and 
propose a tool to control the behaviors of Malay society on 
ablution ritual to minimize usage of water”. Similarly, the  
value of the present research was also was also achieved early 
in the introduction section as in “...in this work we reported 
Ina Suryani, Aizan Yaacob, Salleh Abd Rashid & Noor Hashima (2015). Comparison on the Rhetorical Promotional Strategies 
used in the Performing Art and Visual Art Research Articles. Proceeding for 2nd International Colloquium of Art & Design 
Education Research 2015, 12-15 April, Malaysia 
 
about the Muslim understanding towards their knowledge on 
ablution and propose a tool to control the behaviors of Malay 
society on ablution ritual to minimize usage of water” 
Article 4 [10] on “Innovation of Blackening Labu Sayong.” 
Was also found to successfully indicate the research gap in 
statements of ““The innovative blackening technique of Labu 
Sayong introduces methods and process which is different 
from the techniques practiced by the existing entrepreneurs.” 
The research gap is further highlighted in another statement of 
““From observation of the technique, a room for improvement 
is found to increase the efficiency of the blackening of Labu 
Sayong” . Another statement reinforcing the research gap of 
the study was in stamen “Among the noted areas for 
improvement are the lengthy of time during transferring the 
clay pitcher to the paddy husks, excessive labors, the uneven 
blackened effect of clay pitcher, fuel wastage and unavoidable 
damage during the transferring process”. On top of 
assertiveness in indicating the research gap, the article also 
accomplished to announce the principle finding early in the 
introduction section as in “... produce the blackened effect to 
the clay pitcher is by adding the paddy husks into the kiln 
without removing the clay pitcher from the kiln”. In addition, 
the article also conformed to the Swales model by stating the 
value of the present research early in the introduction section 
in the statement of “The method saves labor, time, and fuel 
and reduces the damages of the clay pitchers” 
 
 Article 5 to 8 are from the Performative Art 
discipline and move analysis on Article 5[11] entitled “In 
Conversation: Dain Said on Bunohan, Creative Film making 
and the Malaysian Film Industry”. The article did indicate the 
research gap however, the manner was less straight forward 
compared to the Visual Arts article studied earlier. The gap 
can be implied from the statement of “With such eventful and 
colourful achievements, Dain Said is now seen as a 
respectable and an important Malaysian contemporary 
filmmaker .... Therefore, it is significant to listen to his 
discourse about film and filmmaking as it mirrors his 
contemporary critical view of this country and region” and 
statement “ Indeed, it is crucial to know the influence of his 
work on the Malaysian film industry.” Similarly, the 
announcement of the research finding and the value of the 
present research was also less direct and need to be implied as 
in “The interview reveals a few crucial matters related to the 
creative process of filmmaking” and “The creative process, 
according to Dain Said, continues without the need to conform 
to Sergei Eisenstein's idea of locating the audience at the heart 
of filmmaking”. 
 
 Likewise, Article 6 [12] entitled “Revitalisation of 
the Performing Arts in the Ancestral Homeland” also 
indicated the research gap in a manner that demands implying 
skills from the reader as in “A second more underlying 
challenge that the governor faces is a redefining of Lampung 
identity due to the province's minority indigenous 
population.”Correspondingly, the announcement of the 
principle finding and the value of the present research was 
also less direct as in “I describe several male and female forms 
of Saibatin theatre and dance presented at sakura festivals 
(pesta sakura) ...” and in statement of “I examine the function 
of the theatre of sakura and the artistic modifications...” and “I 
discuss the introduction of new female dances and their 
links...” 
The following table illustrats the findings for Article 7[13] and 





All of the articles have successfully stated the research gap in 
relation to the niche of the intended study. Even though Article 
two[8] did not indicate the research gap in the introduction 
section, the research gap was clearly stated in the abstract. 
However the statement on indicating the research gap in 
Performative Arts article 5 [11] and Article 6 [12]were indirect 
and requires the reader to imply the gap. Another difference in 
the usage of strategy between Visual Arts and Performative 
Arts is in the portrayal of “Announcing the principle outcome” 
and “stating the value of the present research”. These Moves 






















“While Butler's focus 
was mainly on the 
"social body" that 
functions as the basis 
of reproduction or 
labour, in the study of 
performing art forms, 
we need to consider 
the body as the basis 
of performance or 
display.” 
“this article describes the 
effective use of costumes and 
masks in Didik's works as the 
external elements of the human 
body, and considers his manner 
of "subversion" with regard to 
gender imagery.” 
“...investigates the 
characteristic dance movements 
in Didik's works and examines 















“The few scholarly 
publications that touch 
on music and trauma 
in a Southeast Asian 
context are limited to 
peripheral aspects of 
the study of wars in 
the region” 
“...very little has been 
written on their role in 
trauma therapy, 
despite the fact that 
religion and the 
religious-oriented 
performing arts have 
played an important 
role in societal 
recovery after the 
tsunami and the 
conflict” 
The findings and the value of 
the article are indirectly stated 
“I shall now discuss some 
examples of arts therapy that 
NGOs engaged in as they tried 
to treat, relieve or heal the 
trauma of victims living in the 
displaced persons' camps...” 
“I shall then discuss the private, 
local troupes of artists' 
(sanggar) efforts to restore their 
music and dance activity and 
teaching,...” 
“I shall discuss some newly 
created films about the tsunami 
and the trauma it caused. 
Finally, I shall comment on the 
government's arts- and religion-
led activities...” 
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were found in the Visual arts articles. Even though the findings 
and the value of the research were delayed and stated towards 
the middle and the end of the articles, these moves were made 
and accomplished clearly. On the other hand, the Performative 
Arts articles were more indirect and subtle in realizing these 
moves. While the findings and values of the articles were 
present, the portrayals of these moves were not as explicit as 
those in the Visual Arts articles. Rather than stating the value 
of the article out right, the readers of the Performative Arts 
articles had to imply and deduce the value of the article. The 
findings were also implicit and require inferences from the 
reader.  
IV. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 
Academic articles in Arts and Designs discipline in this study 
used unique rhetorical strategies which are unlike the Science 
and technology articles [15, 16, 17, 18]. The introductions of 
the Arts articles were mostly longer and wordier compared to 
the Science and Technology articles [19, 20, 21]. With 
exception to a few, most of the findings of the study were 
delayed or completely missing. The statements on the research 
gap, finding and value of the Performative Arts article were 
less direct thus required the readers to imply and interpret the 
values themselves. The Introduction section was focused on 
developing the literature review and understanding of the 
general idea in the discussion rather than exploring the research 
problem.  
The justification to these phenomena is in the culture of Arts 
and Design academic writing. Compared to the Science and 
Technology community, the culture of research writing for 
Arts and Design community in Malaysia is relatively new and 
the focus of academic writing has been  more on Arts 
Education and performance which emphasized more on issues 
exploration rather than solving a physical problem.  
While the Malaysian journal on Arts,  amongst the early ones 
“Jernal perintis pendidikan senilukis dan senireka” (sic) started 
by ITM could be trace back to the70s,  the academic writing 
culture for Arts and Design is less dynamic compared to the 
Science and Technology journals in Malaysia. The dynamism 
is lesser in terms of number of time published in a year, 
number of articles, indexation and coverage. Due to the local 
difference in dynamism and writing culture, the need to 
emphasis on the research gap, findings and value of the 
research are less prevalent.  
However, the plains for the arts and design academician are 
changing and academic writing has gained importance in 
obtaining career mileage, performance credits and research 
grants. Taking heed from the merits of research writing, the 
Malaysian Arts and Design writers have changed some of their 
strategies in research writing by attending courses on article 
writing and also by observing the common writing practice of 
the key articles in the area. This is particularly important as the 
academicians are urged to publish in reputable indexed journal 
that calls for competition with global writers.  
In facing the global competition for a place in the publication, 
the writers must not only understand what the rhetorical 
strategies are but also must be able to use the strategies to 
elevate the value of their research to a level worthy of 
publication. Indicating the research gap, stating the findings 
and value of the research must be presented earlier particularly 
in the Introduction section. Such strategy is to captivate the 
interest of the reader earlier rather than risk the possibility of 
the reader to keep on reading up to the discussion and 
conclusion section in order to realize the value of the research. 
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